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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to an RCE filed on 02/21/2006. Claims 1 , 
5 and 13 were amended. Claims 1-26 are pending in this Office Action. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. The applicant's submission filed on 
12/20/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the 
subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions 
covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised 
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of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e). (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-12 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the U. S. Patent No. 6,857,013 B2, issued to Ramberg et al., 
hereinafter Ramberg, in view of the U. S. Patent No. 6,681,232 issued to Sistanizadeh 
et al., hereinafter Sistanizadeh. 

With respect to claim 1 , Ramberg teaches a system for managing a plurality of 
resources comprising: a management module in communication with the plurality of 
resources (Col. 4, lines 35 - 38 - plurality of the ADC device platfonns); the 
management module capable of receiving a request to access information related to 
one or more of the plurality of resources (Col. 4, lines 29 - 33 for the platform and col. 
4, lines 41 - 45 for a particular element of the platform); and in response to the receipt 
of a request to access information, the management module accesses information from 
more than one resource (Col. 4, lines 29 - 33, where the platform consist of plurality of 
elements). 

Ramberg does not explicitly teach a system wherein the plurality of resources 
comprises one or more resources of differing type. 

However, Sistanizadeh in analogous art, related to network management, 
teaches a system wherein the plurality of resources comprise one or more resources of 
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differing type (Fig. 2, showing differing types of resources. See also col. 10, lines 58- 
61). 

Sistanizade also teaches a system wherein one or more resources manages one 
or more objects, and one or more object are managed by two or more resources (Col. 2, 
lines 39-52, the limitation of an object is met by a network database, managed 
(updated) by two or more agents in the network). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the configuration and query capabilities of 
Ramberg with plurality of resource types taught by Sistanizadeh. One having ordinary 
skills in the art would be motivated to combine the teaching of Ramberg and 
Sistanizadeh in order to provide additional network reliability, security, resource 
availability, network configuration flexibility and service profile manageability for a 
plurality of resource types (Sistanizadeh, col. 1, lines 63-67). Modified in this manner 
Ramberg is hereinafter referred to as modified Ramberg. 

With respect to claim 2, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 

1 wherein the management module comprises a configuration manager for receiving 
information from a plurality of resources and a configuration store for storing 
predetennined information for the plurality of resources (Col. 6, lines 51 - 54). 

With respect to claim 3, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 

2 wherein the configuration manager installs resources such that the management 
module can modify configuration information for the plurality of resources (Col. 6, lines 
32 - 35). 
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With respect to claim 4, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 
3 wherein each of the plurality of resources provides information to the configuration 
manager in XML format (Col. 9, lines 51 - 54). 

With respect to claim 5, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 
1 wherein each object comprises: one or more attributes, each attribute having a data 
field and a value (Col. 6, lines 51 - 54); one or more associated tasks that may be 
perfomied on the object; and wherein the management module accesses attribute and 
task information from the associated resources in response to a request to access 
information (Col. 4, lines 18-22). 

With respect to claim 6, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 

5 wherein the attribute information for an object is provided by more than one resource 
(Col. 4, lines 29 - 33; ADC device platform can comprise many individual ADC devices). 

With respect to claim 7, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 

6 wherein each object is defined by a property sheet and the attribute information is a 
property page in the property sheet (Fig. 9, diagnostic and repair sheet 901, 
incorporating property page for a particular unit 902). 

With respect to claim 8, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 
6 wherein the task information for an object is provided by more than one resource (Col. 
4, lines 29 - 33, i.e. information in response to a status check (task) is provided by the 
ADC platform, comprising a plurality of units (resources)). 

With respect to claim 9, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in claim 
6 wherein each object is defined by a property sheet and the task information is in a 
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property page associated with the property sheet (Fig. 8A, 8B and 9 - configurable 
message with pre-defined fields ("property sheet", as per pages 30, 31 of Instant 
application) has tasks associated with it ("Help", "Next", "Send", etc.) and a property 
page pointer 902 associated with a particular unit). 

With respect to claim 10, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in 
claim 6 further comprising: a configuration manager for receiving and storing Information 
from a plurality of resources relating to managed objects (Col. 7, lines 63 - 65, "Get" 
operation - receiving, MIB - storage); and a property sheet manager for receiving and 
storing property sheet information related to managed objects (Col. 6, lines 51 ~ 64, 
MIB and GUI). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in 
claim 1 further comprising: a configuration manager for receiving information from a 
plurality of resources (Col. 4, lines 10-13), each resource having associated objects 
(Col. 4, lines 10 - 13); a configuration store for storing predetermined information for the 
plurality of resources (Col. 6, lines 51 - 54); and a search manager adapted to receive 
predetemriined search information from a plurality of resources (Col. 14, lines 42-49). 

Ramberg does not explicitly teach a search data store adapted to store 
predetemnined search information for the various resources; and wherein the search 
manager searches the plurality of resources In response to a single search request. 

Sistanizadeh on the other hand teaches a search data store adapted to store 
predetermined search information for the various resources (Col. 2, lines 39-42 - 
topology, service and customer information databases); and wherein the search 
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manager searches the plurality of resources in response to a single search request 
(Col. 16, lines 51-55 - single "GEP' retrieves multiple objects (resource) variables). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the configuration and query capabilities of 
Ramberg with plurality of resource types taught by Sistanizadeh. One having ordinary 
skills in the art would be motivated to combine the teaching of Ramberg and 
Sistanizadeh in order to provide additional network reliability, security, resource 
availability, network configuration flexibility and service profile manageability for a 
plurality of resource types (Sistanizadeh, col. 1 , lines 63-67). 

With respect to claim 12, modified Ramberg teaches a system as defined in 
claim 1 wherein the management layer further comprises: a configuration manager for 
receiving information from a plurality of resources (Col 7, lines 63 - 64, "Get" operation), 
each resource having associated objects (Col. 4, lines 13 - 16); a configuration store for 
storing predetermined information for the plurality of resources (Col. 6, line 46 - 54; and 
a task manager, wherein the task manager receives task information from the 
configuration manager related to tasks that may be completed in managing the plurality 
of resources (Col. 7, lines 63 - 65). 

With respect to claim 26. modified Ramberg teaches the system of claim 1. 

Ramberg does not explicitly teach said system wherein the plurality of resources 
comprises one of printer, workstation, server, databases, security systems, email 
account, or user account. 
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However, Sistanizadeh teaches such system wherein the plurality of resources 
comprises one of printer, workstation, server, databases, security systems, email 
account, or user account (Fig. 2, showing differing types of resources. Fig. 4 shows 
server and user network workstations. See also col. 10, lines 58-61). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the configuration and query capabilities of 
Ramberg with plurality of resource types taught by Sistanizadeh. One having ordinary 
skills in the art would be motivated to combine the teaching of Ramberg and 
Sistanizadeh in order to provide additional network reliability, security, resource 
availability, network configuration flexibility and service profile manageability for a 
plurality of resource types (Sistanizadeh, col. 1 , lines 63-67). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, publislied under section 122(b), by 
anotlier filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 13-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by U. S. Patent No. 6,754,885 B1 by Dardinski et al. (hereinafter Dardinski). 
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With respect to claim 13, Dardinski teaches a method of managing a plurality of 
resources, each resource having one or more managed objects, wherein each of the 
one or more managed objects has associated attribute and task information (Fig. 63, 
Group and User attributes, and Permissions to perform certain tasks), the method 
comprising: receiving information from a first resource related to attribute information for 
a first managed object (Col. 69, lines 7-16, and Fig. 65, first managed object - Loop, 
receives attribute information from the first resource); receiving information from a 
second resource related to attribute information for the first managed object, wherein 
the second resource is a different type than the first resource (Col. 69, lines 7-16, where 
Dardinski teaches, that the attributes for the object can be established at any level, (for 
example. User, which is a different type of a resource than a Group resource); storing 
the information received from the second resource with the information received from 
the first resource in association with the first managed object (Col. 69, lines 7-16 and 
Fig. 65 - Groups, Users, Object Types and Permissions); receiving a request to access 
information related to the first managed object; and upon receiving the request to 
access information related to the first managed object, accessing information stored by 
the first resource and separately stored by the second resource to access information 
related to the first managed object (Fig. 65 - Groups, Users. Object Types and 
Permissions. Group, User and Permission tabs). 

With respect to claim 14, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 13 
wherein the information received from the first resource comprises a first property page 
(Fig. 63 - 64 - User tab) and wherein the information received from the second 
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resource comprises a second property page (Fig. 63 - 64 - Group tab) and wherein the 
method further comprises: creating a property sheet for the first managed object Col. 
68, lines 55 - 58); associating the first property page with the property sheet (Fig. 63, 
Users property page); and associating the second property page with the property sheet 
(Fig. 63 - 64 - Group property sheet; col. 68, lines 64 - 67 associating first property 
page with second property page). 

With respect to claim 15, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 14 
further comprising: receiving a search request from a client computer system; and 
searching a plurality of resources in response to the single search request using 
information associated with the property sheet (Col. 45, lines 63 - 65). 

With respect to claim 16, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 15 
further comprising the act of sharing search information between resources (Col. 46, 
lines 22-24). 

With respect to claim 17, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 14 
further comprising: receiving a task request from a client computer system Fig. 1 , 
workstation 11); and in response to the task request, requesting task completion from a 
plurality of resources (Fig. 1 , plurality of resources 10A, 10B, 12, 14, 16). 

With respect to claim 18, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 17 
wherein the act of requesting task completion from a plurality of resources comprises: 
identifying two or more resources to configure in response to the task request (Col. 8, 
lines 35 - 38); and performing the task by accessing the two or more resources 
identified to perform a task from a client's computer system (Col. 8, lines 50 - 59). 
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With respect to claim 19, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 13 
wherein the act of receiving infonnation from the first and second resources is 
performed by a configuration manager and wherein the method further comprises: 
notifying a search manager that search information has been received (Col. 45, lines 65 
-67). 

With respect to claim 20, Dardinski teaches a method as defined in claim 13 
wherein the act of receiving infonnation from the first and second resources is 
performed by a configuration manager and wherein the method further comprises: 
notifying a task manager that search information has been received (Col. 46, lines 3 - 
5). 

Claim 21 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 13. Claim 21 is 
essentially the same as claim 13, except that it sets forth the invention as a computer 
program product rather than a method, as does claim 13. 

Claim 22 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 17. Claim 22 is 
essentially the same as claim 17, except that it sets forth the invention as a computer 
program product rather than a method, as does claim 17. 

Claim 23 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 18. Claim 23 is 
essentially the same as claim 18. except that it sets forth the invention as a computer 
program product rather than a method, as does claim 18. 

With respect to claim 24, Dardinski teaches a computer program product 
readable by a computer and having stored thereon a data structure comprising 
information provided by a first resource relating to attribute information for a first 
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managed object and information provided by a second resource relating to attribute 
information for tlie first managed object, wherein the attribute information is utilized in 
response to a request for information about the first managed object (Fig. 63, 
hierarchical data structure for Groups and Users). 

With respect to claim 25, Dardinski teaches a computer program product as 
defined in claim 24 wherein the data structure further comprises task information 
provided by the first and second resources utilized in response to a request for 
information about the first managed object (Fig. 63, Permissions property page for 
Groups and Users). 

6. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 
numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the 
applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and 
figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/20/2005 with respect to claims 1-26 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

The Applicants argue - "Ramberg does not include the same elements as 
amended claim 1, i.e., one or more resources that manage one or more obiects. " 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. In order to meet this limitation, the 
reference need to have just one object managed by just one resource, and Ramberg 
certainly teaches that (See. for example, col. 3, lines 36-37 and Fig. 1). 
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The Applicants argue - "The ADC devices, Le., the resources, do not manage 
the information." 

The Examiner respectfully submits that management of information by resources 
is not claimed in Claim 1, or any of the dependent claims. Resources are claimed to 
manage objects, and the information is claimed to be managed by the management 
module. 

The Applicants argue - "Ramberg also does not contain "objects" that are 
the same orsimiiar to the objects claimed in amended claim 1. The "objects/' in 
embodiments of the present invention, are information about or for an entity that 
uses the resource, which may not include information about the resource itself. 

The Examiner respectfully submits that the amended claim 1 does not have any 
limitations directed to what the objects are, or that the objects are information about or 
for an entity that uses the resource, which may not include information about the 
resource itself. 

The Applicants argue - "The ADC resource information about the functioning 
of the ADC devices is not the same as information about entities that may employ 
the resource. " 

The Examiner respectfully submits that there is nothing in the claim 1 or in any of 
the dependent claims regarding information about entities that may employ the 
resource. 

The Applicants argue - "The most significant difference between Ramberg 
and amended claim 1 is that two or more resources do not manage a single piece 
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of ADC information or any single object in Ramberg", and provides a reference to 
the specification. 

The Examiner respectfully reminds the Applicants that claimed subject matter, 
not the specification is the measure of the invention. Disclosure contained in the 
specification cannot be read into the claims for the purpose of avoiding prior art. In re 
Sporck, 55 CCPA 743, 386 F .2d 924, 155 USPQ 687 (1986); In re Self, 213 USPQ 1, 5 
(CCPA 1982); In re Priest, 199 USPQ 11,15 (CCPA 1978). 

Further, this limitation is met by Sistanizade, who teaches a system wherein one 
or more resources manages one or more objects, and one or more object are managed 
by two or more resources (Col. 2, lines 39-52, the limitation of an object is met by a 
network database, managed (updated) by two or more agents in the network). 

The Applicants argue - "As sucfi, ttte SLM manages the object or information 
and not the resources. Lilcewise, no resource manages one or more objects and 
two or more resources do not manage any single object Simply, Sistanizadeh 
does not describe the limitations of amended claim 1". 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees and refers the Applicants to the above 
rejection of claim 1 , stating that this limitation is met by Sistanizade, who teaches a 
system wherein one or more resources manages one or more objects, and one or more 
object are managed by two or more resources (CoL 2, lines 39-52, the limitation of an 
object is met by a network database, managed (updated) by two or more agents in the 
network). 
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With respect to the rejections of claims 13-25, the Applicants argue - "Dardinski 
does not disclose each and every element of amended claim 13, i.e., Dardinsid 
does not describe accessing information stored by the first resource and 
separately stored by the second resource when accessing the object " 

The Examiner respectfully points out that no access of the object is claimed. 
What the relevant limitation of claim 13 is directed to is accessing of information related 
to the first managed object, which is different from accessing the object itself. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection 
of claims, the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art 
disclosed by the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how 
the amendments avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR § 1.1 1 1(c). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Vitali Korobov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7506. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 8a.m. - 4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from eitlier Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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